SABANCI UNIVERSITY

WORLD POLITICS

IR 394

FALL 2020

Instructor: Ayşe Betül Çelik

Meeting Time: M 8:40-10:30 and T 8:40-9:30

Office Hours: By appointment

Office: SSBF 2028
Office phone: X9298

E-mail: bcelik@sabanciuniv.edu

This course identifies the external processes that affect nation-states in a multi-disciplinary approach. It is a modular course where students will be examining several global issues using different disciplinary approaches. It aims to show how many of our local problems are interconnected.
The students will be exposed to the recent developments in international politics through a theoretical lens acquired in IR theory courses. One aspect of the course is to furnish students with the capacity to link internal/domestic developments to external events. Another will be able to analyze recent developments from a global perspective and with theoretical tools. The course will focus on the impact of international crisis on domestic structures, the concept of change and turbulence in international politics, the role of culture and identity in world politics, globalization with its advantages and disadvantages as it affects areas such as political economy, environment, human rights and so on.

The objectives of this course are as follows:

• to develop a knowledge and understanding of key issues in the international arena.

• to explore trends in debates about how the 'new international agenda' relates to the

interests of key actors, and about perceptions of key issues and problems.

• to enhance students’ capabilities to apply their knowledge and analysis of international

relations in both a verbal and written context.

Check this out: https://twitter.com/ryancbriggs/status/1293543531496308736?s=20
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Course Requirements:

Readings: There are articles uploaded in SuCourse+. The instructor holds the right to assign additional reading during the semester.
Participation and Attendance: Attendance to each class is compulsory and crucial. Absence is only acceptable with a valid excuse (This usually means a documented illness). Every student who is taking the course for credit is required to participate in the discussions. 
You are kindly asked to keep your cameras on and engage class discussions during the lecture since you will also receive 15% of your grade from class participation.

MISSING 20% OF CLASS ATTENDANCE WITHOUT A VALID EXCUSE RESULTS IN FAILURE.
Assignments: Students are required to come to class having read the assigned articles for the week. In the syllabus, you will also find some assignments. You are asked to prepare these assignments before you come to class and upload them to SuCourse+ before the lecture. Late assignments will not be accepted. Assignments should not be longer than 1,5 pages.
Midterm: There will be an online essay type mid-term exam (with 1-2 questions) to be completed in a given time.
Group presentation: Several different topics will be assigned to every group (ranging from 2-3 students) according to the students’ interests and the content of the lectures. Group presentation questions are listed under each week starting from Week 3. Students must keep a file of articles they get their information from. This requires searches of newspapers, periodical articles, and internet sites relevant to their topic as well as related theoretical pieces. Students will collect materials and offer an analysis, which will then be presented as a group. Presentations will be between 20-30 minutes with possible discussion questions to the class. You are advised to prepare a power point (or equivalent) presentation colored with visual materials. All students in the group have to present part of the project. Presentations will take place on Tuesdays. Instructor can ask you questions in the exams about group presentations.
Final exam: There will be an essay type online exam. The instructor will give you a question with limited time to write an essay.

Grading:

Midterm…………………………………………………….……..25%

Participation/ Assignment…………………………………………15%

Group presentations……………………………………………….25%

Final Exam………………………………………………………...35% 

CLASSES:

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION (October 5, 2020):

Getting to know each other, and going over the syllabus to clarify expectations and requirements.
WEEK 2: OVERVIEW (October 6, and 12-13, 2020)
Introduction to the main theories of International Relations (IR) - Realism, Liberalism, Marxism and Constructivism. Actors in the international system and the structure of the international system. Evolution of the international society.

Discussion: What were the characteristic features of the post-Cold War order? What are the new priorities? What are the most important issues on the international agenda today? Which theories seem to be dominating the ‘international arena’ at the moment? Why? What evidence can be found to support this?

Assignment 1: Find an opinion piece, which talks about the new world order. Which theory does it support (or seem to be closer to)? Why?  Summarize its arguments and associate them with the arguments laid in the relevant theory. Note: Opinion pieces can be found online from newspapers, weblogs or websites. They can be either in Turkish or English. Include the opinion piece to your assignments. 
Readings:  
- Stephen M. Walt (1998). “International Relations: One World, Many Theories,” Foreign Policy, No. 110, pp. 29-32+34-46.
- Richard Devetak, Anthony Burke, Jim George (eds.) (2012). “An Introduction to International Relations: The origins and changing agendas of a discipline,” in An Introduction to International Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-20.
WEEK 3: FOREIGN POLICY AND DIPLOMACY (October 19-20, 2020)
Foreign Policy and Diplomacy. What is Foreign Policy? Why does a country have a foreign policy? Major theories of Foreign Policy. Traditional Diplomacy versus New Diplomacy. Negotiation and Mediation. What domestic factors affect foreign policy? 
Readings:

- Robert D. Putnam (Summer 1988), “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics:  The Logic of Two-Level Games,” International Organization, 42(3), pp. 426-460.
- Valerie M Hudson (2005). “Foreign Policy Analysis: Actor-Specific Theory and the Ground of International Relations,” Foreign Policy Analysis, 1(1), pp. 1-30.
Group Presentation Question: What is the source of the conflict in the Eastern Mediterranean? Which countries does Turkey have conflict with? Why? Can this conflict be overcome by diplomatic means? Why and how?/Why not and what is the alternative?
WEEK 4: INTERNATIONAL ACTORS 1 (October 26-27, 2020)

Features of Intergovernmental Actors and NGOs. Game Theoretical and Pluralistic Approaches to Organizations. Organizations in Peacemaking and Peacebuilding. What to expect from the UN in the decades to come?

Discussion: 

1) To what extent does sovereignty remain a key feature of world politics today?

2) To what extent new actors are threatening the global security?

3) Are we coming to an end of the UN?

4) What power do the NGOs have to affect global issues? 
5) What role should the UN have in the World (Dis)order? (Especially in the Middle East?) 

6) Can its role be replaced by growing size of the NGOs all around the world?
Assignment 2: What are the “for” and “against” arguments on whether the USA should withdraw and leave its power to the UN? 
Readings:

- “The United Nations” and “Transnational Actors in International Organizations in Global Politics” in Baylis, Smith and Owens, The Globalization of World Politics.

- Michael N. Barnett and Martha Finnemore (1999). “The Politics, Power, and Pathologies of International Organizations,” International Organization 53, 4, pp. 699-732.
Group Presentation Question: Should the UN remain principally a political organization or evolve into a different kind of an organization? Why? Why not?

What should be the UN’s primary goal in the 21st Century? What three recommendations would you make to ensure the legitimacy of the UN in the eyes of the world in the future?

WEEK 5: INTERNATIONAL ACTORS AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS 2 (November 2-3, 2020): What are the problems of the new world? Sustainable Development Goals. To what extent did the nature of international relations change? Are the international organizations well-equipped and have the power to deal with these new developments? Humanitarian Intervention and Peacekeeping. What are the principal objections to a right of humanitarian intervention by IGOs?
Readings: 

- “Humanitarian Intervention in World Politics in Baylis. Smith and Owens

- Kurt Mills (2005). “Neo-Humanitarianism: The Role of International Humanitarian, Norms and Organizations in Contemporary Conflict,” Global Governance, 11, pp. 161–183.

Group Presentation Question: Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of states, IGOs, INGOs and regional organizations in humanitarian intervention by using the Syrian conflict as an example.

WEEK 6: INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS (November 9-10, 2020)

Globalization of Human Rights and Transnationalization of Control Mechanisms. Human Rights and Cultural Relativism. Does state sovereignty stay as a barrier to the globalization of HR norms? Consequences of International Mechanisms and UNHCR. What are its capabilities and limitations? Refugees and IDPs

Discussion:

1) What are human rights and are they universal? Are human rights simply a ‘Western’

construct?

2) Why have human rights assumed greater importance on the international agenda after

the Cold War?

3) Has the development of International human rights law undermined state sovereignty?

4) What impact has the declaration of a ‘war on terror’ had for Human Rights?

5) What factors have led to the dramatic increase in the numbers of refugees in the world

over the past few decades? 

6) How effective have international institutional responses been to the issue of refugees?

What are the impediments to international cooperation on refugee flows?
Readings:

- Jack Donnelly “Human Rights” in The Globalization of World Politics.
- Kathryn Sikkink (1993) “Human Rights, Principled Issue-Networks, and Sovereignty in Latin America” International Organization, 47 (3), pp.  411- 441. 

- Karl C. Procaccini (2009) “Constructing the Right Not to Be Made a Refugee at the European and Inter-American Courts of Human Rights;” Harvard Human Rights Journal, 22, pp.271-291.
Recommended:

- Stephanie Lawson & Michael Jacobsen, ‘Between Globalization and Localization: A Case Study of Human Rights Versus State Sovereignty’, Global Governance, vol. 5, no. 2, 1999, pp. 203-219.

- Brown, Chris. ‘Universal Human Rights: A Critique’, in Dunne, T. & Wheeler, N. eds,

Human Rights in Global Politics, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 103-127,

1999.
- Donnelly Jack. 2004. "International Human Rights: Unintended Consequences of the War on Terrorism." In Thomas G. Weiss, Margaret E. Crahan, and John Goering (eds.), Wars on Terrorism and Iraq: Human Rights, Unilateralism and U.S. Foreign Policy, New York:Routledge

- Kane, H. ‘Leaving Home, the flow of refugees.’ Ch 12 in Maryann K. Cusimano (ed)

Beyond sovereignty: issues for a global agenda. Boston: Bedford/St Martin's, 1999 p.301.
Group Presentation Question: How and why is China being blamed by the international community on human rights issues? Are they effective? How does it respond to these blames? Are they convincing? Why/Why not?
IN CLASS MID-TERM EXAM 16 November 2020

WEEK 7: INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY (November 23-24, 2020)

Introduction to global problems. Introduction to IPE. Liberalist, Marxist and Realist Approaches to study IPE. Post-War International Order. Development and Third World. Reactions to the Global Liberal economic policies.

Discussion:

1) How did the world economy evolve? Which policies were dominant at what times?

2) Which liberal economic policies dominate the world economy today?

3) How is development different than modernization and Westernization?

4) Can a country develop without “modernizing”? 

Readings:

- “International Political Economy in an age of globalization, and “Global Trade and Finance” in Baylis, Smith and Owens, The Globalization of World Politics.

Group Presentation Question: Is Capitalism the best model for the global economy? What are the pros and cons for capitalism and other economic models? Discuss by presenting the best capitalist/socialist/mixed economic models.
WEEK 8: INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 2 (November 30-December 1, 2020)
Reactions to the Global Liberal economic policies. Can liberal economies survive new problems?

Discussion:

1) What reactions do today’s economic policies get from the MNCs, NGOs and social movements all around the world? Why? 

2) What are the problems of the Third World in general? How do they relate to the trends in the world economy?

3) How will pandemics affect the world economy?

Readings:

- Thomas Pepinsky (May 2020). “Political Economy and Democratic Capacity to

Respond to Pandemics,” Social Science Research Website, available at https://items.ssrc.org/covid-19-and-the-social-sciences/democracy-and-pandemics/political-economy-and-democratic-capacity-to-respond-to-pandemics/
- Political Economy and Pandemics, Finance & Development, June 2020.

Group Presentation Question: Should the rich countries and financial institutions forgive all the debt owed by the poor countries? Why? Why not? Did the corona pandemic change the answer to this question? Why/Why not?
WEEK 9:  HUMAN SECURITY (December 7-8, 2020)  

Environment, population and poverty issues. Global environmental problems. Global policies to regulate use of natural resources and environmental pollution.

In one class we will watch Final Warning Limits to Growth.

Discussion:

1) How can these problems be dealt with in an international system that is based on

sovereign nation-states?
2) Why should states cooperate to relieve global poverty?

3) Are we close to the limits of growth and environmental degradation?

Readings:

- “Environmental Issues”, “Poverty, development and hunger,” and “Human Security” in Baylis, Smith, and Owens, The Globalization of World Politics.

Group Presentation Question: To what extent is the international community responsive and effective in dealing with human security-related problems? Why and how?
WEEK 10: POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY AND CONFLICTS (December 14-15, 2020)

Introduction to Political Geography and Nationalism. Why is geography important? Introduction to the concepts to study ethnicity and nationalism. 

Discussion:
1) What ‘geographical’ sources can become a source of conflict at the international arena? Why?

2) How are the global, national and ethno-national movements “re”-shaping the today’s world agenda?

Readings:

- John Breuilly ‘Nationalism’ in Baylis, Smith, and Owens, The Globalization of World Politics.
- Anna Ohanyan “Nationalism in a Globalizing Context: Governance Focused Intervention in the Developing World,” International Journal on World Peace. Vol. 20, No.1, pp. 29-53.

- Michael T. Klare (2001). “New Geography of Conflict” Foreign Affairs ,Volume 80, No.3, pp. 49-61.

Group Presentation Question: How is domestic nationalism affecting global politics? How is increasing nationalism in Turkey re-shaping its foreign policy? How did this change over time? Who is the “enemy” at the moment? Why?
WEEK 11: ETHNIC CONFLICT AND WORLD ORDER (December 21-22, 2020)

Theories of Ethnic conflict and International Dimensions of Ethnic Conflict. 

Discussion:

1. What factors contribute to ultra-nationalism and ethnic conflict? To what extent are violent ethnic conflicts a failure of state-building?

2. In what ways are ethnic differences constructed? Why do they concern the international system? 
Assignment 3: Watch Hotel Rwanda and write in your own words what international factors supported the conflict.
Readings:

- Ted Robert Gurr (1997), “Ethnopolitical Rebellion: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of the 1980s with Risk Assessments for the 1990s,” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 41, No. 4., pp. 1079-1103.

- James D.Fearon and David D. Laitin (2003). “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War” American Political Science Review; Vol. 97, Issue 1, pp.75-91.
Group Presentation Question: 1) Does globalization aggravate or alleviate ethnic nationalism? Why/Why not? 2) What political geographic factors support/challenge a peace agreement in Syria? 
WEEK 12:  GLOBAL VIOLENCE (December 28-29, 2020)

Global violence and the new Global security issues. How is ‘terrorism’ different than war? The law of ‘terrorism.’ Theories to understand ‘terrorism’ and violence.

Discussion:

1. Where does terrorism 'sit' on the new international security agenda? How serious a

challenge is it in today's international system? How has September 11 influenced the

way we view the role of terrorism in world politics?

2. Were the effects of 9/11 experienced differently in different parts of the world? Why?  
Readings:

-“Terrorism and Globalization” in Baylis, Smith, and Owens, The Globalization of World Politics.

- Nora Bensahel (2006). “A Coalition of Coalitions: International Cooperation Against Terrorism', Studies” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Vol. 29 (1), 35-49.
Group Presentation Question: Is preemptive war an acceptable doctrine? Can we consider government-ordered assassinations part of global violence? (discuss in relation to the Jamal Khashoggi/Cemal Kaşıkçı case)
WEEK 13: GENDER AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (January 4-5, 2021) 

Gender and IR theories to explain women subordination. Global reactions to violence against women. International mechanisms to protect women’s social and political rights.

Discussion:

1. What difference does it make to ask 'where are the women? in the world politics’?

2. To what extent and in what ways do men and women live in different worlds?

3. Why are women disproportionately represented among the world's poor?

4. What can feminist approaches contribute to how we think about to international relations?
Readings:

- Gender in World Politics” in Baylis and Smith, The Globalization of World Politics.
- Sarah Sunn Bush (2001). “International Politics and the Spread of Quotas for Women in Legislatures,” International Organization 65, pp. 103–37.
- Moghadam, Valentine M. (2001). “Globalization, Militarism, and Women's Collective Action” Feminist Formations, Volume 13, Number 2, Summer 2001, pp. 60-67
Recommended:

-  GillianYoungs (January 2004). ‘Feminist International Relations: a contradiction in terms? Or: why women and gender are essential to understanding the world 'we' live in.’ International Affairs, 80 (1), pp. 75-87.

- Mary Caprioli (2000) “Gendered Conflict,” Journal-of-Peace-Research; 37 (1), pp. 51-68.
Group Presentation Question: Are women better local and global leaders? In what global issues do they make a difference (if any)? Discuss the pros and cons of women as leaders. Also refer to the women leaders’ handling of the pandemic and global cooperation in pandemics.
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